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E.O. 11652: GDS 12/31/80 
TAGS: MCAP, NATO 

SUBJECT: BASIC ISSUES OF DEFENSE PLANNING: AIRCRAFT SHELTER STUDY 
REE: A. STATE 44299 

B. USNATO 876 

C. USNATO 146 

SUMMARY. CURRENT MBER SUB-GROUP ON TACTICAL AIR (SGTA) 

STUDY DEFERS A GOOD DEVICE EOR EURTHER ANALYSIS OF THE 
EFFECT OF INCREASING SHELTER LEVELS. SINCE EFEECTS OF VARY- 
ING THE MANY PROTECTIVE MEASURES IS IMPORTANT TO EWG DECI- 
SION, MISSION PROPOSES TO MAKE USE OE SHAPE TECHNICAL 
CENTER (STC) AIRCRAET SURVIVABILITY STUDY FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

IN ADDITION, WE RECOMMEND MEETING OE UK AND US REPRESENTA- 
TIVES AFTER NEXT SGTA MEETING TO ACCELERATE STUDY OF AIRCRAFT 
SHELTERS IN THE UK. ACTION REQUESTED: WASHINGTON APPROVAL 
OR COMMENT. END SUMMARY. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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1. MISSION AGREES THAT STUDY MODEL BEING USED BY SGTA 
OFEERS A GOOD DEVICE FOR OBTAINING ADDITIONAL DATA ON THE 
EFFECTS OF INCREASING AIRCRAFT SHELTER LEVELS (REF A). 

MISSION BELIEVES SGTA COULD PROPERLY TAKE ON THIS TASK SINCE 
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THE RESULTS WOULD ALSO PROVIDE INFORMATION USEFUL IN THE MBFR 
CONTEXT. EWG COULD THEN USE THIS INFORMATION TO SUPPORT 
THEIR PLANNING DECISIONS. 

2. PRIOR TO MAKING FURTHER DECISION ON HIGHER SHELTER 
LEVELS, ALLIES INSIST ON A STUDY OF THE INTERACTION AND 
TRADE-OFFS AMONG VARIOUS HIGHER LEVELS OF MANY PROTECTIVE 
MEASURES, I.E., AIRCRAFT SHELTERS, POINT AIR DEFENSE, RAPID 
RUNWAY REPAIR, AND RUNWAY TONE DOWN (REF B). THE INTERACTION 
OF THESE FACTORS IS NOT CONSIDERED IN THE CURRENT SGTA 
ANALYSIS. FOR THESE REASONS, WE PROPOSE TO MAKE USE OF THE 
STC AIRCRAFT SURVIVABILITY STUDY. IF THIS COURSE IS APPROVED 
BY SHAPE, SHELTER EXPERTS FROM COUNTRIES COULD MEET WITH STC 
ANALYSTS LATE IN MARCH OR EARLY APRIL TO CONSIDER STATUS OF 
STUDY AND ANY NECESSARY CHANGES IN THE TERMS OF REFERENCE. 

3. AN EQUALLY IMPORTANT STUDY REQUIREMENT IS THE 
QUESTION OF SHELTERS IN THE UK. THIS STUDY EFFORT 

IS DELAYED PENDING COMPLETION OF UK AIR DEFENSE STUDY. TO 
ACCELERATE THE UK SHELTER STUDY 

MISSION RECOMMENDS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULING A MEETING OF UK AND 
US REPRESENTATIVES AFTER NEXT SGTA MEETING ABOUT APRIL 1ST, 

IN HOPES THAT UK AIR DEFENSE STUDY WILL BE COMPLETE. 

PREFERABLY THE MEETING SHOULD TAKE PLACE IN LONDON IN ORDER 
TO REVIEW UK AIR DEFENSE STUDY WITH PRINCIPAL TEAM MEMBERS 
AND SET OUTLINE FOR ANALYSIS OF SHELTER LEVELS FOR AIRCRAFT 
IN THE UK. ACTION REQUESTED: WASHINGTON APPROVAL OR 
COMMENTS. 

MCAULIFFE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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